Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.041; wR factor = 0.110; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.0.
Experimental
Crystal data C 24 H 17 N 3 M r = 347.41 Monoclinic, P2 1 =c a = 9.5882 (12) Å b = 19.155 (3) Å c = 10.3801 (13) Å = 100.562 (3) V = 1874.1 (4) Å 3 Z = 4 Mo K radiation = 0.07 mm À1 T = 296 K 0.20 Â 0.15 Â 0.09 mm
Data collection
Bruker SMART CCD diffractometer 14081 measured reflections 3292 independent reflections 2613 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.036 Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.041 wR(F 2 ) = 0.110 S = 1.05 3292 reflections 253 parameters H atoms treated by a mixture of independent and constrained refinement Á max = 0.15 e Å À3 Á min = À0.13 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
D-HÁ Á ÁA D -H HÁ Á ÁA D Á Á ÁA D -HÁ Á ÁA N3-H3AÁ Á ÁN1 i 0.86 (2) 2.22 (2) 3.084 (2) 178.6 (18) N2-H2AÁ Á ÁN1 ii 0.91 (2) 2.34 (2) 3.206 (2) 160.3 (19) Symmetry codes: (i) x þ 1; Ày þ 1 2 ; z À 1 2 ; (ii) x þ 1; Ày þ 1 2 ; z þ 1 2 .
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2007) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: PLATON (Spek, 2009) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) .
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Comment
Bisindolylalkanes and their derivatives constitute an important group of bioactive metabolites of terrestrial and marine origin (Bell et al., 1994) . We report here the crystal structure of the title compound (I). In the molecular structure, (Fig. 1 ) the bond lengths (Allen et al., 1987) and and angles are within normal ranges and those in the indole group are in agreement with related structures (Govindasamy et al., 1998; Krishna, Velmurugan, Babu & Perumal, 1999; Krishna, Velmurugan & Shanmuga Sundara, 1999; Seetharaman & Rajan, 1995) . The didhedral angles formed by the mean planes of the indole ring systems and the benzene ring are 86.44 (7) and 86.96 (7)°. The dihedral angle between the two indole ring systems is 72.08 (6)°. In the crystal, intermolecular bifurcated (N-H)x2···N hydrogen bonds link molecules into two-dimensional sheets parallel to (010) (Fig. 2) .
Experimental
A mixuture of 4-cyanobenzaldehyde (1 mmol), indole (2 mmol) and I 2 (0.2 mmol) in acetonitrile (10 ml) was stirred at room temperature for a few s. After completion of the reaction, the mixture treated with aq. Na 2 S 2 O 3 solution (5%, 10 ml) and the product was extracted with ethyl acetate (3×5 ml). The combined organic layer was dried with anhydrous sodium sulfate, concentrated in vacuo and purified by column chromatography (ethyl acetate: petroleum ether=1:9) to afford the pure product. Crystals of (I) suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained by slow evaporation of a methanol solution.
Refinement
H atoms bonded to C atoms were placed in calculated positions and refined in a riding-model approximation with C-H = 0.93 Å and U iso (H)= 1.2Ueq(C). The H atoms bonded to N atoms were refined independently with isotropic displacement parameters. (9) 0.0003 (6) 0.0109 (7) 0.0017 (7) C2 0.0330 (7) 0.0403 (8) 0.0488 (9) 0.0030 (6) 0.0102 (7) 0.0026 (7) C3 0.0387 (8) 0.0405 (8) 0.0478 (9) 0.0061 (7) 0.0101 (7) 0.0065 (7) C4 0.0448 (9) 0.0555 (10) 0.0540 (10) −0.0033 (8) 0.0051 (8) 0.0092 (8) C5 0.0619 (11) 0.0678 (12) 0.0594 (12) −0.0042 (9) −0.0057 (9) 0.0031 (9) C6 0.0797 (14) 0.0726 (13) 0.0498 (11) 0.0064 (11) −0.0007 (10) 0.0013 (9) C7 0.0752 (13) 0.0673 (12) 0.0496 (11) 0.0144 (10) 0.0219 (9) 0.0124 (9) C8 0.0446 (9) 0.0450 (9) 0.0530 (10) 0.0077 (7) 0.0152 (7) 0.0085 (7) C9 0.0383 (8) 0.0484 (9) 0.0574 (10) −0.0027 (7) 0.0118 (7) 0.0019 (7) C10 0.0369 (8) 0.0449 (9) 0.0455 (9) −0.0026 (6) 0.0119 (7) 0.0005 (7) C11 0.0366 (8) 0.0479 (9) 0.0443 (9) −0.0022 (7) 0.0110 (7) 0.0054 (7) Symmetry codes: (i) x+1, −y+1/2, z−1/2; (ii) x+1, −y+1/2, z+1/2. Fig. 1 supplementary materials sup-8 Fig. 2 
